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L'azienda nasce nel 1980 in Toscana, terra di grande tradizione
ed importanza del mobile.

In quegli anni, a pari passo con la massiccia crescita industriale
nel settore degli imbottiti, I'azienda "Gruppo Sofa", riusci fin da
subito a conquistarsi una propria fetta di mercato, sviluppando in
controtendenza una produzione artigianale.

La loro scelta nacque dalla piu ferma convinzione che solo rima-
nendo saldamente legati alla propria storia e alla propria identita,
avrebbero potuto raggiungere i migliori risultati, e grazie proprio a
questo attaccamento, oltre che alle innumerevoli varieta di mod-
elli realizzati, sono riusciti negli anni ad acquisire un notevole
bagaglio di esperienza nel settore.

Negli ultimi anni, grazie allo sviluppo del mercato estero, sempre
piu raffinato ed elegante, e all'ingresso in azienda della nuova
generazione, ricca di creativita ed energia, € divenuto sempre piu
forte il desiderio di creare un prodotto che trasmetta un nuovo 'life
style' di eleganza, buon gusto e lusso, una marchio che identifichi
con unicita l'identita della azienda.

Inizia qui un nuovo percorso della azienda, intrapreso in collabo-
razione con "Gruppo DIMA", ufficio che svolge un ruolo fonda-
mentale di affiancamento verso le proprie aziende nella pro-
mozione del prodotto all'estero, nella assistenza per la creazione
dei modelli grazie alla conoscenza delle esigenze di mercato in
continua evoluzione e vantando di un efficiente servizio di assis-
tenza al cliente, con personale qualificato e figure madrelingua,
oltre ad uno studio di progettazione interno qualificato.

Il prodotto finale offerto, marchiato "DIVA by Gruppo Sofa", regala
al cliente ambienti soggiorno e zona notte caratterizzati da ele-
ganza e innovazione nello stile, senza trascurare una alta scuola
nella qualita della lavorazione del mobile e dell'imbottitura.

Il tutto accompagnato da morbidi tessuti di velluto e seta dai col-
ori caldi e passionali e dai disegni eleganti ed unici. DIVA
seleziona i tessuti per vestire i propri imbottiti con cura, pazienza,
passione e amore coordinandoli alle linee dei propri imbottiti, per
un risultato sempre perfetto ed unico.

Gruppo Sofa

Di Nesti Salvatore & C. s.n.c.- Via Giustizia e Liberta,14 -
56035 -LAVAIANO DI LARI (PI) - Tel./fax+39 0587 732580
www.divalivingyourlife.com

I migliori atelier tessili collaborano costantemente con DIVA per
EXPORT OFFICE
PERIGNANO (PI) ITALY

offrire in anteprima le novita dell'alta moda del settore.
TEL. +39 0587 618200 GD

GRUPPODIMA@GRUPPODIMA.IT  GRUPPO DIMA

ITALIAN FURNITURE WORLDWIDE



The collaboration with Flora Style is a concrete synonym of
product quality, a guarantee of a production and design really
Made in Italy meant as an added value supplied by our serv-
ice. If you operate professionally in the interior design field,
becoming a Flora Style customer means benefiting from a
whole series of services and advantages:

For the showroom:
* Quick dispatch times
* Personalised made to measure of the products
* Guarantee
* A sales consultant to support you in resolving problems
and inform you about product updates

For the architect:

 Support during the planning stage

* Personalisation of the products on the basis of furnishing
requirements

* Guarantee

« Contact with personnel dedicated to the development of
the project

* Quick order schedule

Flora Style

Via Sicilia, 16. Perignano - Pisa - Italy
tel: +39 0587 616284

fax: +39 0587 615487

EXPORT OFFICE

PERIGNANO (PI) ITALY

TEL. +39 0587 618200
GRUPPODIMA@GRUPPODIMA.IT  GRUPPO DIMA

ITAUAN FURNITURE WORLDWIDE
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: y = “Georgian Architecture & Contemporary

Georgian Architects” - Book

1 Project organizers: STYLE Magazine,
Association of Architects of Georgia

“Georgian Architecture & Contemporary
Georgian Architects” is only the beginning
of our project. We started work on the sec-
ond volume of the book, in which we hope
to further explore the past and present of
Georgian art, especially considering that
the professionals already start to show

- increasing interest toward our activity.

please contact us at the following address:
70a Vaja-Pshavela ave., Thilisi, Georgia;
Mobile: +995 593-427473

E-mail: laghidze.n@gmail.com

www. archias.ge

Mob. +995 593 42-74-73; +995 599 10-56-03
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Office Furniture, Interior & Design

Love how you work.

Office Technologies
4 Freedom Square

0105 Thilisi, Georgia
Tel: +995 32 299 99 80
Email: info@officetechnologies.ge
www.officetechnologies.ge
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ABOUT US:

Office Technologies is dedicated to create your
comfortable and ergonomic workspace for more
than 10 years. We are the first company estab-
lished in Georgia, which provides you with wide
range of furniture and full-package of related
services. Our products and services allow us to
implement various projects in accordance with cus-
tomer demands.

Office Technologies
4 Freedom Square
0105 Thilisi, Georgia
Tel: +995 32 299 99 80
Email: info@officetechnologies.ge
www.officetechnologies.ge



WE OFFER

o Office furniture

e School furniture

e Hotel furniture

e Furniture for public
areas

e Special/custom made
furniture

o Soft furniture

o Soft floor

e Archives

e Partitions

e Multimedia products

» Space planning

e Interior consultancies

¢ Design

e [nstallation

o After sales services
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Love how you work.

ABOUT STEELCASE

Steelcase is the global leader in office furniture industry.
brands offer a comprehensive portfolio of workplace furnishings and
technology products, including, office chairs, desks, storage, and
space divisions. As workplace expert, Steelcase helps people to
have a better work experience, by providing products, services and
insights into the ways they work.
Steelcase is dedicated to helping:

® people work more effectively

® organizations use space more efficiently
We have a passion to understand people at work. We do this by
observing how they work, to understand the changing needs of
individuals, teams and organizations.
Whatever you need to accomplish, Steelcase can provide you with
the environment and the tools to do it better, faster and more
effectively.
Love how you work.

® 0bbGomazos

® 3594039%0L 99dgmdo
® 3m3Lobuygds

office
) Steelcase

STEELCASE 32M30XIA0 L0RIG(
LOMBOLI O3IROL NE6RILENO3(N)

Steelcase goo35Pmdmn  Lomgonby s3gxobs o
&9dbmmmann® 3Mmond8gdol IMszemugfmmMaab d3mmd-
gmemomb, do0 BmEob badxmBom Logatdmadl, dognwgd-
Lo o GobMgdb. Mmam@ i badndom bLngEab gdb3gm-
&0, Steelcase gbdomads bombl «m39mqbo badxmBom goma-
dmb 3gddboTo o IMIbIemgdgmb NBEHN639mymal
Fgbodsdobo 3MmEad@gdom, LagMmzobooms o godm-
©0madoo.

Steelcase waggbsddigdom

® 03nBomo NBEO™M bagmayngFow
® a5dmoygbmo bogMzg Imdggdnsba
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3g0bbogmmb  domn Lodndom 3Mmzgbo. ob xbHNb3g-
mymalb  Bga0ddboo gomgdm 3nMmdgdo, MmIgmog
©oaqbdomgdsm  bodnBom BgabOmmmmo w@zgmgbs,

LEGogor > 983déaHoe-

Office Technologies
4 Freedom Square
0105 Thilisi, Georgia
Tel: +995 32 299 99 80
Email: info@officetechnologies.ge
www.officetechnologies.ge
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Association of Architects of Georgia was

established with the following goals:

Oto foster professional relationships;

Qto enable discussion and solving of differ-
ent issues related to urban development,
architecture and design;

Oto support professional activities of
Association members;

Oto promote STYLE Magazine and diversi-
fy the range of its publications;

QO to ensure successful development of inter-
national competitions - such as Architectural
Award - organized under the auspices of
STYLE Magazine;

Oto provide Association members with an
informal but presentable social environment.
Every year, STYLE organizes an interna-

tional exhibition Architectural Award, covering
such nominations as single-family residence,
apartment block / residential complex, public
construction, residential interior, public interior,
reconstruction project, etc. (detailed information
about this competition can be found at
http://www.archiaward.com)

In 2014, Association of Architects of Georgia,
Architects' Club and STYLE Magazine jointly
organized the first Georgia-based International
Architecture Festival in conjunction with the
already traditional international architectural
competition Architectural Award 2014.

We hope you find the above noteworthy
and look forward to your comments regarding
cooperation opportunities.

Thank you very much in advance.

3595-3 3539l 45d% Ne70s, 0186, mdoemobo. dmd: +995 593 42 74 73,

ge-g3mb@os: laghidze.n@gmail.com http:/Awww.archias.ge

http:/Aww.archiaward.com

Contacts: 70a Vaja-Pshavela ave., 0186, Thilisi, Georgia. Cell: +995 593 42 74 73

E-mail: laghidze.n@gmail.com http://www.archias.ge

http://www.archiaward.com
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Expansion of Public Gardens in Thilisi and Related Issues

The article describes issues related to the present-
day situation and future expansion of Thilisi gardens and
parks in the conditions of market economy: background
factors, risks threatening to destroy the city landscape
and potential means of their management, as well as
the ways of restoring Thilisi gardens and parks to their
former shape.

NNLE “Usaprtkho Sivrtse” (“Safe Space”) stud-
ied the condition of Tbilisi gardens, parks, squares
etc. and relevant standards and regulations. The
research started on August 15 2011 and was official-
ly completed on August 15 2012.

Settling of global environmental issues should start
with solving of smaller problems tied down to specific
locations, taking into account not only the local specifics
but also their role in overall situation. Added acuteness
of environmental issues in urban setting boosts the social
and environmental importance of city landscape. Georgia
and its capital are not an exclusion from this situation.

Unfortunately, the amount of constructions
encroaching on frugal areas of green plantings in
downtown Thilisi has been increasing during the last
20 years. Among the issues calling for urgent attention
there are sanitary condition of the city, protection of pub-
lic parks, squares and gardens, thoughtful organizing
of new green plantings.

The only green area we have in the already devel-
oped part of the city is Vake Park, where unrestricted
construction sites emerge from time to time. It is
enough to mention the celebrated hotel construction
case, which allegedly sacrificed some trees and was
supposed to take a tangible part of park territory (with
authorization issued Thilisi City Hall Environment and
Landscape Development Office, issued on September
17 2013). Construction was terminated on public demand,
but the process further reducing tiny area of Vake Park
can continue any time.

Vera Park founded in YY 1932-1935 is located at
the junction of Merab Kostava and Niko Nikoladze Streets.
In the 1950’ies its area reached 55000 sg. m. In the
1990’ies the attitude of authorities toward functional pur-
pose of Vera Park changed unfavorably: the govern-
ment started to issue regulations resulting in artificial
segmentation of Vera Park and other parks and inap-
propriate allocation of existing constructions to private
persons contrary to public interests. Boundaries of the
park are not defined, and information on this issue can-
not be obtained in either the central archive or the rel-
evant departments of Thilisi City Hall — which makes it
easier to occupy land and misappropriate constructions
actually belonging to the Park. It is unfortunate that such
processes are sometimes supported by regulations
issued by the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable
Development of Georgia as well as city authorities and
self-government.

Dighomi Woodland Park was completely portioned
out and sold, though in 2007-2012 the government
returned 78809 sg. m. — i.e. 38.44% of its initial area.

Itis clear that the above changes in the urban set-
ting were made on the basis of the existing laws and
regulations, but in some cases their application was quite
controversial.

To improve the condition of public gardens and
parks and protect the environment, it is necessary to
apply a range of urban planning measures, namely —
upgrade transport infrastructure, organize traffic, and

rehabilitate the areas damaged by excessive anthro-
pogenic impact, which means increasing of green
areas and protection of existing plantings.

The unsegmented area of Children’s City “Mziuri”
got reduced to 90% of the original in 2000-2007, to 84%
in 2008, to 76% in 2009, to 67% in 2007 and to 7% in
2011. Children’s City “Mziuri” is located in Vere Ravine,
between the Heroes’ Square and Tamarashvili Street.
It borders on Thilisi Hippodrome in the west and on
Chavchavadze Avenue in the east. Boundaries of the
Park are undefined. Its area was provisionally set at 52800
sg. m., the only criterion being the unbroken span of
vegetation in the ravine. The territory mostly represents
a woodland park. Unfortunately, in the recent years it
was significantly damaged by uncontrolled urban devel-
opment processes going on in the city with no regard
to strategic development master plan — the peak of such
activity was construction of a highway connecting the
Heroes’ Square with Vake and Saburtalo Districts.

(Year-by-year reduction of vegetation cover in
Children’s City “Mziuri” is shown on the above
chart).

Thilisi Municipality did not take any serious steps
to protect Children’s City “Mziuri”, while its decompo-
sition, which results in destruction of vegetation cover,
was supported by more than 70 legal acts.

Transformation of Sports Palace area into a res-
idential district in the beginning of the 21st century sac-
rificed the architectural image of the Sports Palace, the
green plantings, numerous recreational zones. Scientific-
research institutes were closed down on purpose so
that the facilities of Academic Town could be disposed
of. New houses built in their place do not conform to
the construction standards, there is no transport infra-
structure, no parking lots, no squares; safety require-
ments are disregarded completely.

During our research we uncovered some other
actions contributing to reduction of urban vegetation
cover:

- None of parks in Thilisi has set frontage lines.
Neither National Archive, nor Municipal Services store
information on park frontage lines based on the old mas-
ter plan.

- Recreation zones are segmented.

- Thilisi parks do not have a suitably developed man-
agement structure. None of the parks has administra-
tion; maintenance is delegated to the Environment and
Landscaping Department of Thilisi City Hall, which
implements this task on the basis of tenders.

- The City Hall does not have any regulations detail-
ing management and maintenance of urban parks; con-
sequently, tenders are announced on the basis of ver-
bal recommendations.

- Blight is highly distributed.

- Urban irrigation system based on utility water is
dysfunctional.

- Plants are cut down incoherently.

- Thilisi water storage facilities are polluted.

“Destruction of parks, squares, sidewalks, sports
and playgrounds in Thbilisi and their privatization for con-
struction purposes has turned into a mass phenome-
non. In several years the capital of Georgia might be
left with no vegetation cover, no life space.” — These
words begin the ruling passed by Thilisi Sakrebulo in
2002, which aims at preventing privatization of parks,

squares, sidewalks and playgrounds and banning of con-
struction in such areas. This ruling also prohibits cut-
ting of trees, except dead, dying and hollowed plants.

In spite of repeatedly issued decrees and rulings,
vegetation cover in Thilisi is still under danger. The recent
construction boom caused demand on land which was
satisfied by illegal selling of public parks and squares,
which were not supposed to serve for urban develop-
ment at all. Urbanists and architects do not rule out the
possibility of quasi-legal constructions being revised and
dismantled at some point in the future.

To improve the quality of landscaping in Thilisi it
is necessary to take steps in several directions. The city
should adopt a more organized landscaping policy and
allocate more land for development of parks and gar-
dens. Architects should apply more efforts to planning
of courtyards. More attention should be paid to land-
scape architecture — there are no landscape architec-
ture landmarks in our city. Above all, the population should
contribute more actively to protection of vegetation cover.
The future image of Thilisi, the health of future Thilisi
residents now depends on activity of each municipal
worker, each builder and citizen.

ANA LAGIDZE
Source: http://www.safespace-tbilisi.com/map-
parks/intro.html
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Shorena Tsilosani

Shorena Tsilosani, born on March 29 1978, graduated from
the Faculty of Architecture of the Georgian Technical University
with a diploma of Architect Designer in 2000. During the stu-
dent years, Shorena Tsilosani took part in numerous architec-
tural competitions and projects, including Cergy-Pontoise
International Architectural Competition in 1998, at which Shorena
won the Grand Prix.

In 2002-2006 Shorena Tsilosani transferred to Moscow
Institute of Architecture, where she obtained her Master Degree
and took a course of graduate studies.

In 2002-2004 Shorena Tsilosani worked as Chief Architect
in Moscow Research and Design Institute for Culture, Recreation,
Sports and Health Mosproekt 4.

In 2004-2006 Shorena Tsilosani worked as project man-
aging architect in the Architectural Office of Olga Parshina. During
this period she directed and implemented numerous architec-
tural projects in Moscow and other locations.

In 2002-2013 Shorena Tsilosani took active part in inter-
national architectural congresses and seminars delivered in
Greece, Hungary, France, Italy and Germany.

In 2013 Shorena became a laureate of the 2™ International
Festival of Architecture and international competition Architectural
Award 2013 (nomination "Residential Interior Design").

Starting with 2006, Shorena Tsilosani is member of EASA
- European Architecture Students Assembly.

Since 2007 Shorena Tsilosani successfully works in
Georgia.
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The contemporary building boasts a Euro Maidan restau-
rant (David Agmashenebeli ave., Thilisi) with elegant interior,
designed by Tamar Kikaleishvili. Each fragment of modern and
traditional architectural decoration bears special significance.
The design is highly individual and specifically functional, dis-
tanced from up-to-the-minute trendy fashion whims, but ele-
gant in a quiet and refined manner. Professional approach shows
everywhere - in efficiently organized space, skillfully matched
colors and textures, carefully planned lighting, stylistic solution
of interior spaces, relevant fumiture, tasteful choice of acces-
sories... Flawless design, integrated by a general theme, forms
an original interior space, offering comfort and pleasure.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Harmonious
whole

New residence in Thilisi (Vaja-Pshavela
ave) according to the project by architect Aleko
Korkotashvili.

By adapting his professional intuition to
the existing conditions the author succeed-
ed in creating a characteristic environment.
The impression of integrity in the residential
interior is achieved due to a consistent com-
positional solution, subtle variety of decora-
tions with skillfully placed highlights and col-
ors changing from one surface to the other,
dialogues of lines and figures and design
refrains. In spite of stylistic integrity, every
part of this interior retains individual features.
Diversity of decoration colors and textures
draws attention and varying intensity of light-
ing highlights the depth of form and color.

Professionalism is always manifested in
attention to detail. In this residential interior
this can be felt everywhere - in the choice
of textures and accessories, in the little details
highlighting the author's ideas, the confluence
of which makes this space a harmonious
integrity.

DIMITRI GELOVANI
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Simplistic yet Stylistic

Author: Ar. Manish Dikshit ( Partner, Aum Architects)
Photographs: Noshir Gobhai

In a city like Mumbai, there is no dearth of luxury apartments. However,
the design and aesthetic quotient are the factors that sets them apart. This
four bedroom duplex, located on the topmost floors of Kalpataru Pinnacle
in Malad, Mumbai, has an open-plan layout with an expansive feel and is
testament that thoughtful design can create aesthetically pleasing space The
4,200 sq. ft. home is owned by steel manufacturer Kapil Agarwal and is
inhabited by his wife, 13-year-old son and 21-year-old daughter. Speaking
about the design aspect, Ar. Manish Dikshit, , says, "The client wanted a
minimalistic decor with a heightened feeling of spaciousness as well as a
distinct appeal and style for each room." With this brief in mind, Manish
started conceptualizing the design of the apartment.

Text: Marina Correa

Realization stage of interiors design often yields certain deviations from
the initial sketches.

The beauty of this designs exceeds aesthetic perception, developing on
different planes and breathing a life of its own. Diversity of this beautiful, well-
organized space and top quality of its refined forms are merged into a cred-
ible organism. Lighting, colors, accessories, proportions, mobile graphics - their
integrity naturally forms unordinary spaces devoid of excess sophistication.

In the peaceful and respectable environment every element gains spe-
cial importance. The light space interrupted by visible and imaginary barri-
ers is perceived as an entity not only due to dominance of forms and refined
colors, but also because of precisely matched finishing materials, fine tex-
tures and furniture.
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Women's
Union RHEA

Women's Union RHEA has been serving the
needs of children with limited abilities and their par-
ents since 2002.

Today, RHEA consists of 4 integration centers.
One of them - a model integration center - is locat-
ed in Thilisi, while the other three are scattered in
Samtskhe-Javakheti Region (Adigeni, Aspindza and
Akhalkalaki Districts). These centers offer the oppor-
tunity to learn life and work skills to 50 teenagers.
They regularly host seminars and workshops for
colleagues, school pupils, young leaders, social work-
ers, etc.

RHEA's supporters and partners are the
German Foundation "Brot Fur Die Welt", Austrian
Development Agency and Austrian Diakonie, EU
Representation in Georgia, Moscow Center for
Curative Pedagogics, Ministry of Sports and Youth
Affairs of Georgia, Patriarchate of Georgia, Akhaltsikhe
and Tao-Klarjeti Diocese, Apostolic Church of
Akhalkalaki, Adigeni and Aspindza District
Municipalities, etc.

RHEA actively cooperates with partner organ-
izations in the framework of various entities
("Intersectoral Coalition", "Community Building
Coalition", Coalition "For Independent Life", "Georgian
Daycare Center Network", "Coalition for Psychic
Health") for advocacy and lobbying of the rights of
people with limited abilities.

"RHEA's Squirrels” is the first social café-gallery
in Thilisi, which employs youngsters with special
needs. This unique café with original interior,
launched under RHEA's initiative with the financial
support of Austrian Diakonie, is located in Mtatsminda,
across the street from the lower Funicular Station.

Café-gallery exhibits handmade objects pro-
duced by teenagers and youngsters integrated in
RHEA's Integration Center. Development of their
work skills was made possible due to the support
of German Foundation "Brot Fur Die Welt", Austrian
Development Agency and Austrian Diakonie. The
workshop specializes in wool and ceramics, artis-
tic binding of notebooks and scrapbooks, drawing,
embroidery and tapestry. Integration Center aims
at showing people with limited abilities their own
strength, at making their day-to-day life easier and
happier.

Revenue generated by the café is spent
entirely on the needs of teenagers and youngsters
with limited abilities involved in the integration pro-
grams operated by RHEA Union in Thilisi and
Samtskhe-Javakheti Region.

For the future, RHEA plans to develop inclu-
sive and camping tourism in Samtskhe-Javakheti
Region, which boasts rich cultural and historical her-
itage.

Starting with 2009 RHEA together with its part-
ners Rugby Supporters' Alliance and R15 organ-
izes summer multi-integration camps in Aspindza
for Georgian, Armenian, Russian and Polish young-
sters with special needs and their peers.

Sportive-educational complex R15 was estab-
lished in Aspindza due to the efforts of Rugby
Supporters' Alliance and financial support of
Charitable Foundation Cartu.

In September 2014 R15 Complex hosted an
international sportive and creative festival with par-
ticipation of persons with limited abilities (the first
of a kind in Georgia) and Social Cinema Days.
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Blue tablecloths and Artistic glass

Design education implies complex systemati-
zation of interrelated and overlapping disciplines. We
believe it would be interesting to learn the experts’
opinion about the existing situation in this sphere.

Associate Professor Nino Magaloblishvili head of
Quality Department of the Design Faculty:

Greetings to STYLE Magazine readers! It is my
pleasure to inform you that we are launching a cycle
of discussions on the activity of TSAA Design Faculty.

.
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There is a lot to say and it is important for us to exchange
the ideas and analyze the current situation. In this issue
of the Magazine, Professor Tinatin Kldiashvili, Dean of
Design Faculty, Head of Textile Design Direction and
Associate Professor Tamar Grigolia, Head of Artistic Glass
Direction of the Design Faculty

will speak about the present-day reality and future
outlooks.

010600106 3RRNS33NX0N
TINATIN KLDIASHVILI

GEORGIAN BLUE TABLECLOTHS AND PRINTED
TEXTILE IN THE ECONOMIC CONTEXT

Back in the past, textile production held a specific place
in Georgia. In the 18th century, the printed textile was spread,
which was decorated by applying special mixture on white
background, using woodblock with decorative ornaments
engraved on it. Woodblocks were made by craftsmen with
fastidious taste in art, creative thinking and high proficien-
Cy.

The so-called cold vat dyeing, which originated in the
East, was widely spread in Georgia in those times.

According to this technique, in order to preserve a pat-
tern and prepare textile for cold dyeing, wax admixed with
fat was applied on it using woodblock. In Georgia, the tex-
tile, processed that way, was painted blue using ,indigo” paint
(a blue paint obtained as a result of processing of this plant).

It is exactly the specific character of the pattem and
scheme, and, the most important, the color and particular con-
tent, that make Georgian textile different from its Russian and
European analogues. The product, which has survived to the
present day, is referred to as the ‘blue tablecloths’.

The oldest samples are dated back to about the end
of 17th and the beginning of 19th centuries. It was cotton
textile and when painted, the tablecloth background color var-
ied from bright blue to dark blue. As for a tablecloth pattern,
it depended on a craftsman - the artist, who applied wax on
a white textile using woodblock in order to preserve the oma-
ment's white color and to create a composition based on a
specific scheme, by his preference and at his sole discretion.

This technique gradually drove out handmade textile pro-
duction, in other words, textile hand-printing by an artist, and
replaced it with a new printing technique, using a frame with
a tightly stretched special fabric, also known as matrix. This
type of printing has been referred to as screen-printing. It is
far more efficient than woodblock printing. There is also anoth-
er type of printing - extract (discharge) printing. In this case,
blue textile is used instead of white and a special chemical
mixture - Rongalite (sulphoxylat formaldehyde) is applied to
it through a printing matrix with patterns. A pattem becomes
white under its effect. This technique requires special storage
area. Therefore, it was applied only in the factories, where
such storage area could be arranged.

20th century, when plants and factories in Georgia’s
cities were closed as a result of great political changes, the
production of those articles of merchandise was stopped.
Weavers were thinking hard, how to restore that technolo-
gy. It was a topical issue for many years and, despite the
fact that the country is still not ready to launch plants and
factories, in 2010, Tinatin Kldiashvili and Ketevan Kavtaradze,
Thilisi Arts Academy professors, started to restore that inter-
esting and useful technology. The matter of their particular
interest, first of all, was to restore a long-forgotten, initial,
17-19th century technology. The search and experiments
lasted for over a year.

If we reach back into the recent past, we will recall
that in the 60s of the 20th century, the faculty of applied
art was established at Thilisi State Academy of Arts, which
incorporated the departments of different branches of study.
Textile department was one of them. Foundation of this spe-
cialty aimed at studying traditional applied art product and
its specifics by the contemporary artists and transformation
of the way of thinking based on it. It was David Tsitsishvili,
academician and professor, who initiated creation of the tex-
tile specialty. At the same time, he was the maker of the
development of screen-printing technique in Georgian con-
sumer goods industry.

Along with silk raw materials and silk products, the Silk
Museum (established in Thilisi in the beginning of 20th cen-
tury) exhibits also include Azerbaijani kalaghai, performed using
cold dyeing technique. Since cold dyeing tradition has been
preserved in Azerbaijan, the Academy professors, T. Kidiashvili
and K Kavtaradze, started their search right from Azerbaijani
Sheki city, where manufacturing system, equipped with com-
puter-controlled modem printing and weaving machines, is
operating today.

Old facilities, where screen-printing was practiced and both,
piece goods and notions had been produced, were ruined. For
that reason, the project initiators were given an opportunity to
observe a technique of cold-dyeing of kalaghai, which is a tra-
ditional Azerbaijani women’s decoration and accessory.

Intensive search and experiments continued upon retum,
for one more year. The Ministry of Culture made a great finan-
cial contribution to that essential activity. Availability of funds
made it possible to establish a scientific-experimental labora-
tory at the Arts Academy.

In restoration period, the project initiators started work-
ing and experimenting with screen-printing technique for pro-
duction of articles of different application, such as: napkins,
aprons, bags, head-kerchiefs. In terms of composition solu-
tion, head-kerchiefs differ from blue tablecloths in their oma-
ments and structure. Patterns are taken from different period
miniatures, wall-painting, ancient manuscripts and the Bronze
Age figures. ‘Blue tablecloths’ were presented along with many
other exhibits at the Days of Georgian Culture, in Strasbourg,
in 2012. They arouse consumers’ great interest. ‘Blue table-
cloths’ and printed textile have enriched Georgian folk craft
and contributed greatly to the economic content.

Implementation map in Georgia: ,Blue Tablecloths” sci-
entific-experimental laboratory; ,Blue House" Gallery; Gudiashuvili
Museum; ,Mediatheca" Union; Georgian National Museum Shop;
Gallery 27, Qarvasla Gift shop, Mtskheta.
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Interview with Associate Professor Tamar
Grigolia, Head of Artistic Glass Direction of the
Design Faculty Thilisi State Academy of Arts

Ms. Tamar, please tell us in a few words about
history of artistic glass production and about intro-
duction of artistic glass as a subject of study
in Thilisi State Academy of Arts.

History of artistic glass counts over 4000 years.
According to popular belief, it originated in ancient
Egypt and developed in different European coun-
tries during the past centuries. Archaeological find-
ings on the territory of our country include small glass
articles and jewelry; this hints that Georgia had its
own tradition of glass production.

Modemn history of Georgian glass art counts 52
years. Artistic Glass Direction was established at the
Ceramics Department of Thilisi State Academy of
Arts in 1963. Since then, the TSAA educated a con-
stellation of talented glass artists, who elevated glass
from the condition of everyday life element to the
status of artistic material.

What level of development did artistic glass
reach in modern Georgian art and education?

After the 1980’ies artistic glass underwent huge
transformation. There appeared a totally different vision,
innovative approach toward the material itself and
using of its potential. Unfortunately, the havoc and
civil unrest of the 1990’ies hindered development of
glass art for a long time.

Georgian education system underwent a com-
plete reform in 2005. This process also influenced
the TSAA. The Faculty of Applied Arts was trans-
formed into the Faculty of Design. Glass as art devel-
oped into an independent direction. This was fol-
lowed by creation of new education programs,
exploration of innovative technologies, refreshing of
artistic vision and adaptation to principles of design.
However, this system still needs some adjustments
considering our specifics. Nowadays artistic glass has
transgressed to a new, interesting stage of devel-
opment.

Have you considered common world tenden-
cies in your artistic glass educational programs?
To what extent do they converge with the
Georgian national artistic traditions?

Georgia developed a rather strong traditional
school of artistic glass during the last fifty years. This
circumstance cannot be underestimated in educa-
tion of new generations. On the other hand, we have
to be integrated with the world culture — this is the
vision which can increase the students’ profession-
alism and maintain their individuality.

What resources are necessary for develop-
ment of artistic glass?

Artistic glass involves complex technologies, which
develop at a fast pace. During the last years the
increasing demand on international market caused
creation of new visual reality. To keep up with the
current tendencies, we are obliged to support dis-
semination of advanced technologies in our coun-
try. It is necessary to secure the good will of rele-
vant govemmental structures, provide funding to impor-
tant projects, support quality implementation of edu-
cational programs, training of specialists and devel-
opment of research activities. About 20 years ago
Ta' Qali Crafts Village was founded in Malta with
the support of local municipal authorities, which allo-
cated land for the village and funded creation of glass,
ceramics, wood and textile workshops. Nowadays
Malta is one of the leaders in artistic glass mer-
chandise production. Replication of this model in
Georgia would significantly raise the awareness on
our culture internationally.

What would be the most efficient means for
promotion of artistic glass?

No doubt, media should be involved as the

strongest tool available. | am sincerely grateful to
STYLE Magazine for taking interest in our activity.

What outlooks does artistic glass have in
Georgia, and, finally, what are your wishes for
the future?

| am strongly confident that modern artistic glass
has rich possibilities for development in Georgia. Tbilisi
State Academy of Arts educates high class profes-
sionals in all arts including glass; we have talented
teachers motivated to share their knowledge and expe-
rience with the younger generations. Another impor-
tant possibility is to involve architects into the devel-
opment process and motivate them to use locally
produced glass art objects (e.g. lighting systems,
stained glass, garden sculptures) in their interior and
exterior design projects. Monumental scale glass art
might be used for decoration of the city.

Myself, | would wish that Applied Arts Museum
is established in Thilisi. This would greatly contribute
to promotion of Georgian applied arts, highlight the
high professionalism, creativity and unique vision of
local artists.
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Manana Arabulis
Glossy Black
Ceramics

Manana Arabuli graduated from the ceramics department of design
faculty of

Thilisi State Academy of Art; she is regular participant of inter-
national exhibitions and competitions and author of original works,
stored at the Museum of Georgian Artists' Union, Modern Art Center
and private collections in Georgia, Brazil, Austria, Argentina, Italy, Spain,
Germany, UK and Holland.

Key driving principle of Manana is preservation and restoration
of traditional Georgian glossy black ceramics technique and develop-
ment / promotion of modern artistic and construction ceramics.

Ceramics created by Manana Arabuli are original and beautiful.
Synthesis of line, color and form helps her endow her designs with
the delicate breath of spirituality, to share her innermost thoughts through:
art and make it live along with the unique coloring, shape and dec-
oration, distinguishing traditional Georgian ceramics from its foreign
counterparts.
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The Project "This Is Georgia..."

The aim of the project is to create a visual portrait of the spiritual culture of Georgia.
The idea of the Project, narrative, camera and copyright - Buba Svimonishvili ©
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Late Autumn

Edmond Gabriel Kalandadze, Painter gl;

1923-2014 £°0

D&

On August 13, 2014, at the age of 91,the Georgian painter Edmond Gabriel Kalandadze died. He 3 g

passed away but left a diversity of colorful paintings which reflect Georgian polyphonic song. 5 h4
Obvious the musical analogy associated with Edmond Kalandadze’s paintings, the similarity of the =5

inner nature of his painting and the music:

- the basic means of expression in music is a sequence of sounds, arranged in accordance with
"Harmony". By means of this sequence of sounds, it became possible to adequately transmit the
various states of the human soul, either sad "minor chard", or delight of life, "major chard". Stunning
examples are the polyphonic creations of Johann Sebastian Bach.

If one uses sequence of pure colors, that are so perfectly form the "Rainbow", as basic means of
expression in painting and, for the adequate transmission of various states of human soul, similar to
the "minor" and "major" chords in music, one will try to recreate the "color chords", which will be
arranged in accordance with a some kind of "Color Harmony ", in result absolutely new attitude
towards the basic means of expression in painting and the way of their organization will be given,
when color obtains not decorative, narrative or illustrative but functional and emotional meaning and
content.

To positioning of the sequence of pure colors, the "Rainbow", as a basic means of expression in
painting, as well as to the tireless investigations of the basics of organization of the pure colors and the
relationship among them, i.e. the basics of "Color Harmony", has devoted his entire long creative life
Edmond Gabriel Kalandadze. These investigations resulted in "harmonious” diversity of his full of excita-
tion "colored reflections", "colored polyphonies”, "colored chants", "colored krimachulies*" - that devoted to
his only love, whose name is - Georgial

Buba Svimonishvili

* (krimachuli - the Gurian polyphonic chant. Guria - region in western part of
Georgia, the motherland of Edmond Kalandadze)
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TWO MAJOR EXHIBITIONS
UNDER ONE ROOF

THE MOST SPECIAL EVENT
OF THE INDUSTRY THIS YEAR

DON'T MISS YOUR CHANCE

GET NOTICED!

CAUCASUS BUILD 2015 - FALL EDITION

SOTH Antdnktiity ol Bairnsinal Exhibilian
fa¢ Bedding s Intamoes

AQUA-THERM TBILISI 2015
imieenational Trade Fair f2¢ Heating,

Alr Conditioning, Seetary Fitbmgs, Baih &
Dazaign and Renawable Erstipars

1-3 OCTOBER, 2015
Thilisi, Georgia
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