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B YMABMEGO - Tguens myudroebas ar
daarRvevs mezobell sarTullze mimdina-
re remontis xmauri da mtveri, radganac
mT B iani kompBegsi dasrullebulli remon-
tiT bardeba. TeTri karkasis SeZenisas es
procesi gardauvallia sull mcire 3 whis
ganmav B obaSi.

H CObMB30M™0 MILIMULIBO - cvenTan
dazogavT dros, energiasa da Tanxebs,
romellic TeTri karkasis SeZenisas kvall i-
Ficiuri SemsrullebBebis moZebnaze, maT
zedamxedve I obasa da xarisxiani masall e-
bis SerCevaze dagexarjebodaT.

H LOJHIMIALM bIAOLLO - cveni binebi
da nagebobebi aRWurviBlia espanuri
da Tfrangulli warmoebis keramikulli
TilebiT, santegnikuri mowyobi BobebiTa
da TurnituriT;, germanulli warmoebis
aluminis gare kar-fanjariT; kanaduri
warmoebis naturalluri xis parketiTa da
italiuri warmoebis CaSenebulli samza-

reu B oTi. BOSCH/CANDY - isbrendis maci-
variT, gazquriT, gamwoviT, sarecxisa da
WurW B is manganebiT. N1 brendis - OTIS war-
moebis BifFtebiT.

B JLOBMO)b(M 30MI3(M - sacxovre-

beli nawillis ezo izolirebulia da
Caketi Bia sazogadoebrivi kompHeqgsis-
gan. swored amitom, Tqven SegizZzliaT
mSvidad iyoT, rodesac Tqveni Svi b i saTa-
maSod marto Cava ezoSi.

24 saaTiani dacvis samsaxuri da video
domofonebi Tqvens mSvid Zi Bsa Tu sasia-
movno dasvenebas uzrunve 1 yoTFs.

galagis elleqgtro da wyalmomaragebis
mT Biani parallizebac ki ar imogmedebs
Tqvenze. komp B egsis sageneratoro, uzrun-
velyofs Biftebis, avtofarexis, Tqveni
binebis avariull ganaTebas, sadarbazoe-
bisa da dacvis sistemis uwyvet elleqtro
momaragebas. sacxovrebe l'1 da sazogado-
ebrivi komp B egsi aseve uzrunve lyoFi lia
uwyveti wya I momaragebiT.
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The Strategy of Urban Development

Interview with Manuchar Makhatadze,

Head of Urban Development Department of Thilisi

Can you please share with us your vision of Tbilisi
development, considering the various aspects, connected
with efficient solution of urban development issties?

Urban Development Department has been working on
development of Thilisi area for over the year now — their
current task is to develop a master plan, which is going
to become the key strategy of city development. Various
structures of City Municipality are researching different parts
of Thilisi, registering constructions, architectural monuments
and facilities, underground communication systems, bridges
and other important sites existing in the city have been
registered and sorted according to functions, delimiting and
digitizing land boundaries. Due to the immense efforts, applied
by all the stakeholders, we currently possess comprehensive
information on the city and its different districts. In the near
future, the information obtained from the Public Registry
of Thilisi will help us enrich these data.

Another important news is that in the near future com-
petitions on architectural reconstruction of historical districts
of the city will be announced.

On the other hand, several areas of Thilisi cause inter=
est of realty development companies. To eliminate chaot-
ic architectural development, we have decided to system-
ize this commercial interest through a complex system of
preliminary research process and architectural competitions,
which will allow to satisfy all the stakeholders and identi-
fy the best options of city development.

What is your approach to the problematic areas
on Thilisi development map?

Within the current process of city development, the
high-density construction areas remain an unsolved prob-
lem. The general policy of city office of architecture as
regards densely populated districts will be to minimize the
ongoing construction process and / or support “vertical
increase” of construction areas, repair access roads and
communications, take care of landscaping on the remain-
ing territory in order to preserve the environment.

What are the results of the competition on Rike
area development?

The competition on Rike area development was a closed
one. It was conducted with participation of international level

architects, who offered very interesting, innovative ideas
and projects. However, the final project of Rike area devel-
opment has not been approved as yet. At the time being,
we only have a concept, a general idea, but the issue will
be finalized in the nearest future.

The problem of traffic, especially“acute for the cen-
tral parts of the city, probably requires certain erucial
changes. What will be your response'to this issue?

While creating an assignment on spatial development
of Thilisi, we paid a great deal of attention to the analy-
sis of existing transport communications network. Our office
closely studied the areas around which occurrence of traf-
fic jams is most frequent and took certain steps toward
identification of solutions to_this problem. Besides, in 2006
we invited experts from Kaisi tern University, Germany,
who worked specifically on the traffic-related issues. Foreign
experts evaluated the existing information and came back
to us with several possible solutions, implementation of
which we included into our agenda and which will, hope-
fully, give a desired result very soon.

It became known that City Office of Architecture
intends to impose restrictions on provisional division
and sale of existing land plots. |'do not think that the
public has a clear picture of this issue. Can you please
give us your comments thereupon?

As you know, the frequency of land plot spliting has
increased considerably, which, as we believe, is damag-
ing and should be restricted in a good time. Let us take
a closer look at this process — e.g. an individual, owning
a 400-450sg.m. piece of land with a house sitting on it,
registers the free part of his land separately in the Public
Registry. The newly-created plot would surely be used for
construction, and there is nothing wrong in an intention to
create a new building, but considering the restrictedness
of available area, the land 'would be used fully, and there
would remain no free space on the site. Such actions basi-
cally bring down the cost of land and, as it happens in
most cases, cause chaotic construction on minuscule land
plots. It is against this tendency of space-devouring that
our Office has started to struggle. However, there have
been no official regulations passed on the issue — the work
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is still underway, becausethe decision, taken by relevant
authorities should be efficient and consider the interests
of all stakeholders. ¥

Such problems cannot be solved without close coop-
eration between the City Office of Architecture and the
Public Registry — the Registry should not issue permis-
sions on land splitting without having previously studied
the background, so as not to create pretext for further com-
plications.

A couple of words about the current large-scale
reconstruction aetivities, going on in the city and the
new construetion projects, which are most likely to
enliven the image of our capital...

As you know, reconstruction of several historical build-
ings is now going on in Rustaveli Avenue — the right part
of the avenue has been subjected to a detailed scientific
research, which resulted in a high-quality project. We are
going to start the same process in Agmashenebeli Avenue.
Experts from Urban Planning Office have offered us proj-
ects for reconstruction of several other problematic areas.
These projects are now being finalized, but in the mean-
time we are conducting ‘pinpoint’ reconstruction of various
historical buildings.

On the right bank of Mtkvari river, behind the Circus,
Hyatt Network plans to start construction of a new hotel
/ business complex. We are now finalizing negotiations on
the relevant project, implying construction of two very impres-
sive (both as regards construction costs and technologies)
40-level buildings.

Due to the efforts of Kempinski Company, the former
office of the Ministry of Agriculture will be reconstructed
and transformed into a hotel. Another hotel will be housed
in the former Marx, Engels and Lenin Institute, though in
both cases exterior of the buildings will be preserved almost
intact.

We have planned several important changes, aiming
at diversification of street design. City Office of Property
Management announces competitions on design of bus
stops, retail sales outlets and other outdoor constructions,
so that very soon the streets of Thilisi will become more
diverse, more colorful and more lively.

INTERVIEWED BY NINO LAGHIDZE
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Hyatt Park Thilisi P gy S e

A new HYATT complex, comprising hotel and business sections, will be built on the right bank of Mtkvari river, behind the Circus.
Authors of the design are BBG (Brennan Beer Gorman) architects; on the Georgian side, the initiative is coordinated by architect Gogi Sulaberidze.

The project, implying construction of a 40-storey complex, is now studied by the Architectural Office of Thilisi. The project, consisting of two main high-rise constructions,
is going to become one of the city landmarks, activating the urban context and enriching the existing architectural surroundings.
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Important Details of City Architecture

Perception of an architectural construction, its aes-
thetical value firstly depend on the scale of urban plan-
ning solution, selection of the site, spatial composition,
integrity of technique and functional structure.

The above fully describes architectural and plan-
ning solution of the following projects, recently realized
in Thilisi: a trade center in Dighomi (2005-2006; chief
architect — Giorgi Chumburidze; authors — Gogi

Sulaberidze, Rati Khetsuriani, Giorgi Chumburidze), res-
idential complex “Parkplace-1" in no.78 Chavchavadze
Avenue (2005-2007; chief architect — Rati Khetsuriani,
authors — Gogi Sulaberidze, Gaga Kiknadze, Shakri
Kurdiani, Irakli Vacheishvili, Mika Kruashvili, Sandro
Ramishvili), reconstruction of Vake Swimming Pool (2004-
2005; chief architect — Gogi Sulaberidze, authors — Sandro

Each project dominates and integrates the sur-
rounding architectural background. Bulky but flexible exte-
rior shapes not so much correspond to the purpose
of this or that building as provide their artistic inter-
pretation, highlight their function and render them even
more expressive.

NINO LAGHIDZE

Ramishvili and Gogi Sulaberidze).
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One Step From Love
to Hatred...

If you stop any passer-by in any district of Thilisi and ask what city he loves
most, everyone will say ‘Thilisi’.

We Georgians are fond of our ancient capital city. We dedicate to it songs, vers-
es and toasts, take pleasure in showing it to the guests and recalling its history.
Those born in Thilisi consider their origin as a special favor and pride.

But today, our Thilisi is not the same city in honor of which we used to com-
pose songs and verses. Governmental systems, changing requirements of time, taste
and fashion cause us — every one of us — to turn our backs on our cherished home
city and methodically, ruthlessly, irreparably cripple it without looking back at the con-
sequences.

Impersonal administration buildings and irrelevant monuments, craggy apartment
blocks with odd doors and windows, rusty garages and motley-colored shops, rising
in place of unique old districts without any consideration of the existing background,
style, local specificity — unfortunately, all this is done by us and will probably go on
for many years to come. Evidently, this is what we want to have. An advantageous
position, especially that the responsibility always rests with somebody else (because
we would never harm our city) — the local undereducated architects, entrepreneurs
with no imagination, development companies chasing profitable deals, corrupted gov-
ernment officials, etc... The only thing we forget is that we are the members of this
list (architects, businessmen, development companies, government officials, etc.).

So what do we feel toward our city — do we love or hate it? Let us face the
truth — the present-day alarming (as | think) situation of Thilisi is our fault. Yes, we
are fond of the place where we were born, but our personal interests, whatever they
be, appear to be much closer to our heart than the environment in which we live.
And this is the way on which love and hatred are just one step — one little, but
important step away.

KETUSIA IGNATOVA
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Business Center

In Marjanishvili Street, by the side of the theater,
there stands a house, built in the 1910s. The project
of this construction — a mixture of pseudo-Renaissance
and pseudo-Classicist styles — was designed by archi-
tect Leopold Bilfeld for Ms. Eprosine Martinovskaia, the
daughter of Swedish vice-consul in Caucasus.

During the Soviet time, the house was used for
administrative purposes. In 2005, it was purchased by
GRDC Group, reconstructed, expanded and opened
under the name of Green Building. Reconstruction of
the building and construction of a new wing was con-

ducted with the help of British, American, Dutch and
Georgian investors.

The project of reconstruction / extension was
designed by architects Levan Mushkudiani and Gaga
Kiknadze; construction works implemented by construction
company NCC.

In their customary professional manner, architects
transformed the exterior of the time-worn building and
found a design solution, allowing to integrate its long-
term history with current functions.

Facade and interior of the old building retain the

aesthetics of classicist style (with certain elements of
modern interpretation showing up in interior design),
while its new wing forms a pleasant contrast with the
‘elder’ counterpart.

Having adapted a historical building to the present-
day reality, GRDC created a state-of-art business-center
with the total area of 3000 sg.m. Flexibility and elegance
of design render its interior space highly expressive and
functional, and form a comfortable, businesslike atmos-
phere, fully corresponding to the purpose of the building.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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premium Class complex along the Black Sea coast. Beautiful and panoramic views of the Black Sea and
Mountain can be seen from every apartment of the complex.

gives a remarkable opportunity to rest at the seaside resort and live in a city having an ancient history.

complex built in the surroundings of ancient historic-architectural monuments, seaside resorts, cultural zones
and rich subtropical plants.

being a member of Sun City means to benefit from wide range of services and privileges.
Y ou will be provided with a service of worldwide standards and enjoy different means of entertainment,
which are provided on the best resorts of the world.

during all four seasons you will enjoy yourself and have a good opportunity to relax in Sun City .

isalogical evidence of your self-confidence and successful lifestyle.
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A residential house (author: architect Shalva Japardze) was recently built in one
of the fashionable districts of Thilisi. Main accomplishment of the project is its close
connection with the surrounding space, the immediate environment. The construc-
tion is very compact with main architectonic groups ingeniously connected with
each other. Its architectural composition is rather original and harmonious. Volume
of the building, composed of diverse geometric forms, develops dynamically and
flexibly. Unusual, light and uncomplicated roofing acts as a dominating exterior detail.

Interior of the house is connected with the outer world by a range of glazed
surfaces, which expand its borders and let in a great deal of sunlight and air.
Constructional lightness of larger masses is reiterated by minor design elements,
decorative compositions and accessories. The house breathes in unison with its
surroundings, offering its inhabitants a comfortable living environment as well as
the exciting beat of city life.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Architectonic Spectacle

Sculptural precision and symbolism of Otar
Vephkhvadze reflect the author’s creative concept with-
out a need for further explanations. At the time being,
Otar Vephkhvadze works on reconstruction of Baratashvil
Street, interpreting its environment and giving new life
to the existing buildings.

Take Romaamori Bar, surrounded by a small
square, a fountain, unusually paved paths... The design
acquires its final image from interaction of forms with
their live environment. Flexible and uninhibited com-
bination of diverse design elements — including such
unusual material as occasional visitors — creates an

emotional atmosphere in which all the components
are equally meaningful and where notions of fashion
and time are dominated by the sense of freedom and

eternity.
NINO LAGHIDZE



LI3JA6GIAM ﬁ JMa3aena

a

Z

E

- l_’

¥ g LU

fl. 33AM-AJ3M63N,

B RS

T

MANS LN I%EI406 113 5. 38 -
103 b, wemeden gy, 0102, Dhilial, gravgla E-malk: beat?004mal



'i\bovo N:23. 2007

i

,.._ﬂ.,..._f___,




3009-bLodoaM]
Mob5870MM3]
00 JM3MIBHIGE00M

babmgMgdgmn Labmol Bg4dbabab, -
J0&9d®mElb 606039 ©asl bLanbdgFgbm,
358608 ym39mm30L. M330b9d9Mo Mormmo

5dm (3060 - Bgoddbals 3MIBMHG Mo ©d o6-
3mMME0bsmyMo LabmzEgdgmo bogMsg 3m-
63M9@mmo mgsbol 3gdmddgogdomn msgo-
LgdMEMYdgdoLs s nbongnEMsmmEMdl go-
035mobB0bgdom, Lawai Mmgsbol Bggmms ag-
dm3693s Labemols ImzmEmMdom-bng@MEmdmoa-

30 babob bLGomama JodsErommmadal Logg-
dggmos.

b bsgs@mzgmm3n, dmgqgbbgbgdsom,
339690mmdnl dmdns dogMad, b3nm Jgdmb-
393530, oM dgmbns, 83 3Mm(39Lb3n Redd4-

™0 5©33056980 Rsbogndmol asblbabmzng-
mgdma 3MMEgLbombamgdl dodsMmmazwbyb
©5 9803 - b3om JgdmbzgzaBo bagome-
ms.

53 033mbobM0bnm, BoM3mmgqbomn be-
353693 gma babemo, Hmdgmoz mdomnlbdo,
36139403300l JmBodg 989bwes, gMo-gmMmn dg-
©b60gM0 33dmbs3mobns. dobds Igds@mmbgd,
33000 DmEgms35d, Jgbobndbogowm ozmwe,

-
S

= o

653 Mboms - ,, babma, asMgabmmao (30- E - e R
k, wy . -

bg-bodsgMge Mbws s0gdgl, Bows boaMsg s s eietee - A AR L

30 gdbbbomo s moz0bagsma aygmb® - do- B e e i T

SBmes gy 356 Iggmdam sEdo@gd@mmb, - e i i n s e e
BaDs (3030830 s 3MMgJ@dg ImBsmdo- . : T -_._'-F"-" B i B
bab, LEmMge gb ,,mgbobn™ asbws 3Mmeg-
bombamobmgolb dofMomsmo sdmbagsmo Bg-
G0, 05333900 6 BgdaMs, s do-
&9d&mMM3s Bnbow gabsbmmzngms dobo Rs-
boggodmo.

LogbmgMgdgmo Labmal s dodgdénm-
Mm-39335M93000 350064939890 Mo 3603-

369mm3aba 3M0b30300 go@oMgdamo - gf-
ool dbog, dobo s®Jo@gd@m@e sdbmeney-
GNMo@ 9b339Mmzgs, 3MbIm3mmod -
03, 3333560 babemn 6gdobdogm s0dndgd-
GO Jofgsdn Fgodmagds sMbgdmdogl,
dgmeglb b0z, a0 39@dw JoGrmmmons - M-
03095005655 33m(39695mema.
396199mbmsb JgMmBydmmo B9bmdolb oM
J0&99@mbognm BymdsBo o9 Bos Logm- x,
(3990 89dm3bgdnm s gmbngMmmapss Bg-
MRgmemo dmbgdmngo dobamo, g@omgdo, bo-
moblgdo. LaEbmgmgdemnl Lgms, ggmem- =,
30900 33693 IYNOEM ©d 3MIGMEE M0,
»(3069-b0oa Mg JobBGdmmMns, dbmdados
©5 m3bToxn@mab Labnodmzbm ©obmbabL
4360L. Bgbmds @abagmgmnbe s badbEgo- =
ob bF0wsb 0n;mddol domosbo ©obm@e- .
mod. 94b@&gM0gMmol 3mb@m@gdn, dabo ge- -
Hom3msbosbo ©sbsbgzmagds 3bsbzgml do-
bowdo 0b@gMgboms s Lnddsmnnm gobsby- 2
mdb. \a




W bBOmo N:23. 2007




bEomo Ne23. 2007 W

Lobemo 3dbmmy@ Moo aobbbomos smdmbagmamal - gBmb
bE0©s6. 06@gMngMa gomg LadystmBos JgdEnema. dqdnbmmo
00 LNdMEYggdom FgdmdrnNmo bagbmzmadgemo bLogMg-
900 dom0sba 0bbbgds s Labagbamm mos mmsbgdow gom-
©4360mo gbmbmsb 33bmema@am LobdMmbdns.

M6 baomma dmbnFmgdnmo basbmzmgdgmolb 0b@gmog-
30 ImEmemds 3mabGonMmom 30maMEgds. Lamagbmms nws
LEONIG NS, Foma DmMboMgds, FMMIsms IMdg3MmeBgMM3bgd-
0o 0436935, mMognbamamn ©obonbo o aMegommmds bng-
M30L 30bMemaMo g gMemdal asb3bsdrngMmgmos.

338mMM0l MmEngobamamo aoebyzg@gdoms s dogbgdgd-
0o 3g0436s gbog@nznmem, B9bizonmen mz0mdymeswn bs-
(36m36909em0. F9dmJ3ggdomds msegz0Lmgmgdsd Jgbsdmgdgmo
39630 dombgmnmogm LG omobGumEn dnmasbmds. dob gobdam-
&9 36 Lgomgds. 3603369mmzabas Labmolb Lgomal bEa-
o 39badsdobmds dab Igmmdgmms (3bmzmagdal Bgbmab.

60601 ©ORNJI




bEomo N:23. 2007

A Fortress
In Modern
Interpretation

Designing a residential interior, an architect
invariably faces a complex task of creating a com-
fortable, individualized space, tailored to the
needs and requirements of a particular family and
reflecting the taste / style of its members.

Considering the scale, at which construction
is now developing in Georgia, we can find
numerous examples of this issue being solved
with this or that degree of success.

A residential house recently built in Arakishvili
Street, Thilisi, stands on the positive end of this
scale. Its owner David Zodelava had a clear vision
of what he wanted from the very beginning — a
fortress on the outside with an open, free space
on the inside. The vision was picked up and devel-
oped by his friend architect Zaza Tsitsishvili.

Architectural planning solution of the result-
ing house is based on two key principles — on
the one hand, its architecture is utterly modern,
cosmopolitan, capable of matching any architectural
context, while on the other hand this is a very
Georgian, very traditional house.

Inner space of the construction is free and
comfortable, decorated with tastefully chosen nat-
ural materials and accessories. On the outside,
the house stands in a slight dissonance with its
surroundings — it looks a fortress from West and
South, where the walls are almost blind, but bursts
open on the East, toward the courtyard.

Interior of the two-level house develops flex-
ibly. Inner planning and zone distribution is
enlivened by diversity of forms and original
design, creating a unique and functional, stylis-
tically integral space.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Renzo Paino was born in Genoa (ltaly) in 1937. He graduated in 1964
from the School of Architecture of the Milan Polytechnic. As a student, he was
working under the design guidance of Franco Albini, while also regularly attend-
ing his father's building sites where he got a valuable practical experience.

Between 1965 and 1970, he completed his formation and work experi-
ments with study travels in Britain and America. It was at that time he met
Jean Prouve: their friendship would have a deep influence on his professional
life.

In 1971, Renzo Piano founded the “Piano & Rogers” agency with Richard
Rogers, his partner on the Centre Pompidou project in Paris.

In 1977, he founded “I'Atelier Piano & Rice” with the engineer Peter Rice,
who worked with him on many projects, until his death in 1992.

Nowadays Renzo Piano works in Renzo Piano Building Workshop. The
enterprise, comprising offices in Paris and Genoa and to 100 architects, engi-
neers and specialists, works in close collaboration with associate architects,
linked to Renzo Piano by nears of experience.

Among the major prizes & acknowledgements of Renzo Piano, we can
mention the following”

1989 — R..B.A. Royal Gold Medal for Architecture, UK

1990 — Kyoto Prize, Inamori Foundation, Kyoto, Japan

1994 — Goodwill Ambassador of Unesco for Architecture

1998 — The Pritzker Architecture Prize, The White House, Washington,
USA

2002 — Medaille D’Or UIA (International Union of Architects), Berlin, Germany

In 2004, the Fondazione Renzo Piano was established as a non-profit
organization, dedicated to advancing architectural practice through education
programs and related activities.

The Fondazione Renzo Piano exists and acts for sharing and preserving
architectural know-how and expertise. The Fondazione currently runs a student
internship program at the RPBW's offices in Paris and Genoa to foster edu-
cational experiences that bridge the gap between academic learning and the
realities of actual creative practice. The program involves 6-month internships
for 12 students per year, drawn from selected universities all over the world.
In the coming years, the Fondazione plans to include other well-qualified design
offices into the program.

The Fondazione Renzo Piano established Ermanno Piano Scholarship (in
memory of Renzo Piano’s brother), assigned annually to young graduate archi-
tects and implying a 6-month internship in Renzo Piano building Workshop from
February to July 2008. The amount of grant is 10000 Euros; selection is open
to architects who have graduated in the academic year 2006-2007. Conditions
of participation are available at www.rpbw.com.

The work of Renzo Piano could serve as a subject for endless discus-
sions. His creations are scattered all over the world and often serve as area
symbols. This time, we have an opportunity to present you three beautiful con-
structions, realized by Renzo Piano during the recent years.

Padre Pio Pilgrimage Church

San Giovanni Rotondo (1991-2004)

The church was designed to receive the increasing number of pilgrims,
visiting San Giovanni Rotondo. Though it is only 16 meters high, the church
has a capacity of 6500 people. The vast external precinct can hold some 30000
people on a surface of 9000 square meters.

The structure has a spiral-shaped movement: the dome sweeps down from
the centre towards the precinct in a gesture of welcoming invitation.

The technical challenge of the project lies in the use of local stone as a
structural material: the church in fact includes about twenty stone arches arranged
in radial fashion holding the vast roof.

Zentrum Paul Klee

Bern (1999-2005)

A gift from the city to one of its greatest artists.

The Paul Klee Centre is a multifunctional space: in addition to the per-
manent collection, it also houses temporary exhibitions, a concert hall, and a
centre with ateliers for children.

The shapes of the building recall the curves of the surrounding landscape,
thus becoming its integral part.

The Centre is composed of three hills, made of glass and steel. Each “hill”
corresponds to one different function of the centre and runs through the life of
the artist, who was a painter, a musician and a poet.

High Museum Expansion

Atlanta, USA (1999-2005)

The intervention of the High Museum of Art is composed of three new
buildings — a main pavilion, a building for special collections and a building for
administrative offices.

The extension doubles the exhibition space of the museum originally designed
by Richard Meier in 1983.

The theme of zenithal light is once again pursued through a grid of 1000
circular skylights atop each building.

The north facing skylights fill the gallery spaces with the required amount
of light.

The heart of the scheme is the new “piazza”, which gives the project new
life by linking the buildings, environment and visitors.

PREPARED BY NINO LAGHIDZE
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leoh Ming Pel

Well-known American architect I.M.Pei, whose name invariably evokes an image
of Louvre glass pyramid, became 90 years old this April.

Pei was born in 1917 in Canton, China and passed his childhood and adoles-
cence in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Suchou. At the age of 18, Pei went to the USA
to study in Massachussetts Institute of Technology and then the Architectural Faculty
of Harvard University. His teachers were Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, founders
of Bauhaus.

Architectural career of .M.Pei was considerably influenced by his friendship with
Kennedy family. In 1964, Pei was asked to develop a project of Kennedy Library in
Boston. This was one of his first steps on the international architectural stage. Since
that time, Pei designed 50 different projects on three continents — America, Asia and
Europe, including high-rise constructions in Boston, Toronto, New York, Miami, Houston
and Denver, Rafles City Tower in Singapore and a Christian church in Taiwan.

In 1974, after a visit to China, leoh Ming Pei received an assignment from the
Chinese government to design Xiangshan Hotel in the Fragrant Hills, former hunt-
ing grounds of the Chinese emperors. The realized construction with its asymmet-
ric forms represents a modern interpretation of Chinese architectural and decoration
traditions.

On the next year, Pei started to design Bank of China office in Hong Kong.

However, the most important works of leoh Ming Pei are East Wing of the National
Gallery of Art in Washington, Louvre glass pyramid in Paris and Deutsches
Historisches Museum in Berlin — museum projects, in which modern constructions
are skilfully integrated into the existing historical context.

Extension of Deutsches Historisches Museum — a transparent and dynamic, high-
ly modern building, standing in the Classicist surroundings of Museuminsel, is the
only project leoh Ming Pei realized in Germany. Deutsches Historisches Museum is
a triangular stone-clad bulk with glazed entrance, featuring a spiral staircase. Four-
level exhibition space, offering visitors new and unexpected perspectives, is con-
nected with Baroque-style Zeughaus by an underground tunnel. Same as other proj-
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ects, created by Pei, Deutsches Historisches Museum features expensive construc-
tion materials (e.g. the natural stone cladding, used on the facade) and refined inte-
rior design with rare lighting effects. The construction, specially designed for mobile
exhibitions, is a masterpiece of urban planning.
According to Pei, architecture is a pragmatic art, functioning only in case if all
its components are in harmony with each other.
In spite of his old age, leoh Ming Pei is as productive as ever. His most recent
projects are museums in Luxembourg, Doha and Suchou.
KETEVAN ODISHELI
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT FROM BERLIN
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A House as an Accessory

of Intellectual Lifestyle
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More information on the activities of our colleagues
from Azerbaijan — today, we would like to tell you about
the work of architects Ragim and Naila Seipulaev, whose
portfolio fully reflects their successful background in archi-
tecture and design.

Ragim Seifulaev accomplished his architectural edu-
cation in Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute and started
to work in State Design Institute AzGosProjekt imme-

diately upon graduation. A couple of years later, he
moved to Norilsk and continued to work as an archi-
tect in the City Design Institute NorilskProjekt and, later
on, as a director of City Public Interior Design Studio.

In 1976, Ragim Seifulaev became member of the
Union of Architects of USSR; in 1980 — member of
the Union of Artists of the USSR.

In 1982-1991 Ragim Seifulaev occupied the posi-

tion of the Chief Artist of Baku.

Since 1992 he engaged in a private architectural
business.

In 1999, Ragim Seifulaev was elected a full mem-
ber of the International Architectural Academy of
Oriental Countries.

In 2002, Ragim Seifulaev was granted a title of
the Merited Architect of Azerbaijan.
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Like her husband, Naila Seifulaeva studied architecture in
Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute and started her professional activ-
ities in the State Creative Design Office. In 1976-1980, Naila
Seifulaeva worked in the Creative Design Studio of Norilsk. Naila
Sefulaeva had been a member of the Union of Architects of USSR
since 1976 and member of the Union of Artists of the USSR
since 1980.

Naila Seifulaeva’s decorative designs are stored in private
collections all over the world. In the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury, the personal exhibition of Naila Seifulaeva’s works was arranged
in London.

Families are often united not only by the habit of joint life
and the children, but creative ideas too. From this point of view,
Ragim and Naila are an ideal couple. Activities of their profes-
sional tandem have resulted in numerous achievements. Through
the years of working with diverse architectural environments, land-
scapes, architectonics, interiors, they have successfully retained
their approach — prioritized aspiration toward perfection and the
readiness to compromise in order to achieve harmony.

This time, we have an opportunity to describe several real-
ized residential houses, designed by Ragim and Naila Seifulaev.

The distinguishing traits of their architecture are flexibility, orig-
inality and elegance, forming an inspiring environment tailored to
meet the requirements of a family intending to live therein. Seeming
simplicity of the concept is merged with functionality and com-
fort, allowing further “personalization” and creation of a unique
living atmosphere.
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Czech Architecture Introduces Itself to Thilisi

On May 18, exhibition of Czech architects Jan Bochan, Oleg Haman and Peter
Novak opened in UNIVERSI Exhibition Hall of the Georgian Technical University.

The exhibition was organized by Architecture, Urban Development and Design
Faculty of the Georgian Technical University and the Union of Architects of Georgia
with the support of Developer Company LIBO+ and Construction Company SASCO.

The exhibition was attended by notable members of the Georgian architectural
community, the Ambassador of Czech Republic in Georgia Mr. Josef Vrabec and
other official representatives of the Czech Embassy.

The honor of opening the exhibition and introducing the Czech architects to the
attendees was conferred upon Gocha Mikiashvili, the dean of Architecture, Urban
Development and Design Faculty of the Georgian Technical University. Welcome
speeches were also pronounced by prominent Georgian architects Giorgi Salukvadze,
Vakhtang Davitaia, David Abuladze, Chairman of the Union of Architects of Georgia.

The exhibition was a part of long-term Czech-Georgian cultural exchange tradi-
tion, of which architecture is a comparatively new component. Though the inflow of

daldddn

foreign architecture into our country is rather intense, Georgian public does not often
have a chance to attend quality architectural exhibitions, enabling the stakeholders
to gain new information, plan interesting projects and joint actions.

Our guests, participating in the exhibition, do have their say in Czech architec-
ture. They have successfully participated in numerous international competitions; pro-
fessor Jan Bochan, who has been elected a honorary member of Architecture Institute
at the Georgian Technical University in 2004, felt obliged to present his works to
the Georgian students, professional architects and Georgian public in General.

The exhibition will surely provide an additional incentive to development of friendly
relationship between Czech and Georgian architects. At the meeting, which professor Archil
Prangishvili, pro-rector of the Georgian Technical University, held with Miloslav Paviic, pro-
rector of the Czech Technical University, and the Czech architects, it was decided to deep-
en and reinforce the existing links between the Georgian and Czech Technical Universities,
arrange student exchange programs for summer workshops and internships and, possi-
bly, establish professional cooperation between Czech and Georgian architects.
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Bochan & Partners, Casua

In May 2007, Thilisi hosted an exhibition of Czech architects.

The majority of projects and realized works displayed at the exhibition belonged
to Czech design studios Bochan & Partners and Casua. The range of architec-
tural works, presented by the European architects, comprised urban planning, con-
struction, interior design — a diversity of professional solutions, creativity and inno-
vative approach.

Design Studeio “Bochan & Partners” covers all stages of design activities (start-
ing with initial design and ending in supervision of construction works).

Jan Bochan — architect, engineer, professor, started his professional career in
Design Engineering Bureau and, later on, in Beta Studio, run by architect Jan
Stamec.

In a very short period of time, Beta Studio gathered an immensely productive
team of architects, who successfully promoted Czech architecture by participating
in various architectural competitions. During this period, Jan Bochan mainly
designed his projects in partnership with engineer Zdenec Rotbauer.

In 1990, Jan Bochan became the head of creative design studio at the archi-
tectural faculty of the Czech Technical University, where he works in cooperation
with ‘architects Jan Hladic, Jacub Konata and David Braun. In the same year he
established an engineering his on design studio “Bochan & Partners”.

Jan Bochan'’s studio always stood out as one of the best at the students’ archi-
tectural competitions, winning numerous prizes and best project / best studio awards.

Students of Jan Bochan often get high evaluation in domestic architectural
competitions. Many of them become Jan Bochan’s partners and pursue their career
in the engineering studio, which successfully implements its design and construc-
tion activities.




The range of activities of Casua Company is rather wide, covering urban plan-
ning and reconstruction, separate sites and interior design, minor architectural forms
and landscape architecture. Philosophy of their professional activities are based on
a tight cooperation and communication of two crucial professions: architect and
civil engineer. This cooperation predetermines consequential coordination of other
profession. The main bearers of this cooperation and simultaneously co-owners of
the company are architect Oleg Haman and civil engineer Ales Podebrad. At the
time being, Casua comprises 35 architects and civil engineers. Since its estab-
lishment in 1991, CASUA worked for a lot of clients starting with large state com-
panies, banks, private investors, embassies, etc.

CASUA is holder of National Security Authority Certificate since 2005 and a
holder of ISO 9001/2000 certificate and member of Equator European architects
since January 2007.

We would like to note here that Equator is an international architectural net-
work, employing a 240-man staff in 9 offices all around Europe (in Belgium, Romania,
Ireland, Finland, Portugal, France, Czech Republic, Sweden and Poland). Equator
combines business objective with local expertise and international resources to deliv-
er value through design. The 3 key values, to which Equator network is commit-
ted are clients’ objectives, creative design and interactivity. You would agree that
no further comment on our part is required.

MATERIALS COMPILED BY NINO LAGHIDZE
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Milan, Italy — Giannino, Milan

Kakhi Kaladze — captain of the Georgian
national football team, player of Italian Milan F.C.
— is an outstanding personality, attracting a great
deal of attention on the part of international mass
media. A sportsman of remarkable performance, Kahi
also achieved success in radically different fields.
He founded a very popular MAX Magazine in Kiev
(Ukraine) and a fashionable restaurant GIANNINO
in Milan (ltaly); at the time being, Kakhi works on
more interesting and original projects to be imple-
mented in the near future.

Considering the specificity of our magazine, we
chose to cover one particular fragment of Kakhi
Kaladze’s life — the interior of GIANNINO Restaurant
and his views on architecture in general.

How was the interior of GIANNINO designed?

The project of interior design was developed
by the Italian architect-designer Flavio Capriotti based
on my own ideas and requirements.

The result is successful. Does it make you
wish to create another public establishment?

Yes, of course. In the nearest future | am going
to open a similar Italian restaurant in Kiev.

What is your preferred interior design style?

Chacun a son gout, you would agree with that.
| personally favor a synthesis of modern and clas-
sical styles.

What do you think about the current life-
style, living environment of the Georgian pub-
lic?

| believe Georgian residential interior design could
not be classified under a definite name. Most often,
you find there a little of everything — hi-tech, coun-
try, elements of colonial and classical styles. After
all, one can live where one likes and there is no
need to live in an environment of a definite style.
But in general it can be said that the taste of the
Georgian public and their interest toward interior
design have increased considerably.

Considering the growing popularity of con-
struction in Georgia, how would you evaluate
the present-day Georgian architecture com-
pared to modern European, e.g. ltalian archi-
tecture?

As regards the level of professionalism, mod-
ermn [talian architecture is one of the best in the
world. In Georgia, where professional architects
acquired creative freedom just several years ago,
architecture is yet a mixture of good and bad, orig-
inal and trite. But considering the high speed of its
development, the day when Georgian architecture
finds its unique image is not so far away.

...In the reserved and comfortable atmosphere
of GIANNINO Restaurant, the elements of modern
design are skillfully combined withthe historically
developed structure of the space. The exotic inte-
rior with clearly expressed specific style and inde-
pendent volumetric composition provides a perfect
setting for business meetings, relaxation and leisure.

NINO LAGHIDZE




gNBNL LIBO3IAN AIICMBILOSE
AMJdJo80 B3 dM alMbN&MMmdeBd

LATJIMALM BIA-MILEMMEIMENLY
®J JODBIISNL JbLIEN

M group, GMC Ba NBENINEICIAN

PSS RIE BILGAE JNURM MMSMmN 360 MEML

LI Mol SBT3 aMelSMm
Nsdll S83L  JbLINEEME BxaNaSJn000

CATTER: OF 01580 &N
dX SOTal St 0055




W bBOmo N:23. 2007

N6v3IhNIhN
ITERIOR

d9¢7bob ~Athoomizqad

Bomdmoggbomma nb@gfMngMo magz0bn s do-
&9J&mbogom, dsbBn Fgbadadobn gsbEymdol 3g-
bogdbgmom Labnadmgbm sb@mEagl Jabob. Mgl-
&mM60b ,,39@ bl B0 B0 dymoEm,d3m3gm-
&m0 a5693m 60bm sbgemgnsbabs ©s gns go-
m330emab oDanbno Bgnddbs. dnbn 333900, o=
badablbmzmMgdgmo babg - ImEmmmdom-bngMzm-
36030 3m33mDo(309, (396@Mnbadn bodg@mMmaumn-
md© o9 dbndg@Mmonmon adsbsbnmgdmm dm-
3nmdgdbgs ogmdbgdmmo, sdwgbsm ©nbsdo-
3960 ©d Bmsddgdszns. ImEmemmdgdol ©sobs-
B93M980b ma30bgdnEn bgogs bogmal dmemo-

36mdabs, Imgboemo Lomag@nl gobdbadramgmas.

LoEbGgFGLM, 3MEbsmo 0bGgFMngFNmn 3m-
33mD030gd0lL  g3bbmmMzngmadom  83@™MEMgdn
19653 Log3M0BL 33069mMdgb. 06&gF0 MOl
3&IMbRgMM 3Bbmmy@ oo d9dnbmma baobg-
35080006 Bgdmbmmo bobsmmoms s 3sgmo-
mod bagby o ma30bmgmgdals d9amdbgdomos
ad9mgbmamo. MBs@IsDomn Bgdnbamon LodM-
$Yg9d0 BME036 LydE3Madl s dsmo d3gmm-
b5 dmdgdomb ogo bob®, ombosi asddgntgs-
g BB 3o ddomo. gamg Ladystim - dzgmn mdo-
mobolb memedaDgbo 36mmads 0b@gmngmalb

LEONIG NP N grmgdgb@omas asMwaddbomo.

©9&omgdob afMagnzmmo baba@ ol dmdmom-
3o 3mmmmubgr Ma39Mmbgdl blbab. Lbgasabb-
35 Jobomol 00353, obggbom 3m3d0bnmgdal,
3mbbGEm300b5 ©d IM30M 390930l PYPNNgFIc-
b99m 39930l aodmamnbgdal ndanbgMgdo
3Emggbomema mbGs@mdoom Imgzowmbab s Bo-
393560 gemgd96@qdal BomImBnbgdom, dommnsbo
Loz ol Md30bmEmgdal IBs©O bamnbbol go-

dmygbgdoom, mznmdgmaswn asmgdm Jg4dbgb.
606M QOXQNJI
BMEM: 30O ROH3INJI




bEomo Ne23. 2007 W




W bBOmo N:23. 2007

In the Shade

of Metekhi

The comfortable and peaceful interior of this restaurant has been created
by Nino Akhvlediani and Gia Jaoshvili.

Its unusual and memorable design is based on dynamic and flexible plan-
ning with clearly delimited zones, which nevertheless leave an impression of
integrity. Semicircular, fully glazed wall fills the space with air and sunlight and
merges the interior into the magnificent panorama of old Thilisi. Unusual com-
binations of construction materials, distribution of dominant elements and acces-
sories allowed the designers to form a free and original atmosphere, a place,
which is always a pleasure to visit.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY GIA JAVELIDZE
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Regeneration of the historical districts of a city, retention of their viabil-
ity is an indispensable process, enabling to conserve the most valuable char-
acteristic traits of a place. This is the reason why Shardeni and Bambis
Rigi Streets were restored to life. Rehabilitation of their historical buildings
and outdoor spaces highlighted the importance of local space composition.
We have repeatedly covered the architectural complex of Mantashevis Rigebi,
located in Bambis Rigi Street, which has been recognized as a historical /
architectural monument of national importance.

After reconstruction, planning of the construction was modified to cor-
respond to the numerous functions it now combines. Mantashev complex
houses conference and exhibition spaces, offices, cafes, a bar of Two Side
network and several restaurants.

This time, we would like to tell you about a new café CACHE, recent-
ly opened in the same building. Its interior has been created by Alexandra
Abzianidze and Sopo Skhvediani. An attractive and at the same time high-
ly functional design is smoothly integrated with its environment. Lighting, col-
ors, accessories, proportions, moving graphics — these tools proved much
more efficient in forming this unordinary space than an artificially developed
structure based on advanced technologies would.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY GIA JAVELIDZE
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Interior
Transformism

In either residential or public interi-
ors, created by llia Zakaraia, major prin-
ciples defining space organization are min-
imalism and simplicity. Generally speak-
ing, his projects always feature unexpected
highlights, seemingly falling out of gen-
eral concept, but not damaging the phi-
losophy of being — the comfort and ease,
to whish every detail of the design is sub-
jected.

Architectonics of the interior is both
complex and simple, developed accord-
ing to the basic architectural principles
and just beautiful. Integrity is achieved by
dynamic composition, smooth zone-to-zone
transition décor, rhythmical solution of
space composition.

One of the ideas, distinguishing this
interior, is visual movement - trans-
formism, based on specific effects and
unordinary design solutions, developed by
the architect.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Functional Organization of the Space

Correct space organization, harmony of colors
and materials, skillful finishing and lighting, interest-
ing interior design and well-chosen furniture, taste-
ful accessories alongside with clear identity and style,
conforming the functional meaning of the space... -

such are attributes, describing a successful archi- an open and comfortable working environment with

tectural solution. refined, purpose-specific style, corresponding to mod-
Interiors of StandardBank Thilisi branch offices, ern requirements.

designed by Adli Studio (architects V. Chelidze, A. NINO LAGHIDZE

Donadze, Z. Svanadze, G. Chanchaleishvili), provide
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Historical Decorations

A narrow paved street in old Thilisi, lined with shady nooks, minuscule open squares, buildings of different ages,
each having its own story and individuality... So easy to plunge headlong into this game of time and get lost among
these distant whispers of time...

Tarovine is a small wine tavern. Its design — the interior and the small square in front of the tavern — belongs
to architects Sandro Takaishvili and Lenka Tsitsishvili. The authors spent a great deal of effort to develop a the-
matic scenario, which resulted in an impressive exposition. Design theme represents a decoration from relatively
recent historical past. A variety of attractive items, accessories (photo-portraits of the ancestors of Tarovine owners,
a phonograph, old song records), nestling in the tavern, harmoniously match the spatial solution of this small world,
saturated with the aura of artistic and intellectual ‘underground’.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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ltallan Comfort

Modern public space does not just provide com-
fort. It contains a unique atmosphere, integrating with
the outside life according to its own laws.

Interior of an Italian restaurant, designed by archi-
tects Lenka Tsitsishvili and Sandro Takaishvili, has
a special appeal. Different sections of the space, each

endowed with a special charm, unobtrusively delim-
ited by invisible barriers, are reintegrated by colors
and textures, decorative accessories and furniture.
In other words — a perfect place to meet friends and
relax.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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For an interior to acquire a definitive image, it
requires involvement of a professional who will inter-
pret the concept and express it in his own way. While
creating an interior, a designer skillfully removes
unfavorable traits and builds up an atmosphere, cor-
responding to the client's wishes and/or the purpose
of the interior.

The above exactly corresponds to the interior of

Elite Electronics showroom, designed by young design-
ers Nia Mgaloblishvili, Sopho Shevardnadze and la
Liparteliani. Original coloring solution renders the space
transparent and light and creates an efficient and advan-
tageous background to any object. Which is especial-
ly important is that all the components of the interior
are put in right places and possess a monumental qual-
ity. Graphic precision of the design is further accentu-

ated by lighting. Parallel and perpendicular lines,
dynamic curves interrupting the general transparency
of the space, structure the interior and facilitate orien-
tation. The melodious flow of the design is set off by
variable rhythms and tonalities.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY IRAKLI BLUISHVILI
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Style Identification
Issues

Designing of a residential interior is a complex and responsible issue.
People, choosing this or that style for their houses, actually define their
environment and living style for years to come, while the environment
of a house extends a great deal of influence — both positive and neg-
ative — on its inhabitants.

The interior presented in this article has been created by designer
la Liparteliani. She implemented this project considering the taste and
interests of its owners as well as her own professional experience, which
motivated her to create a distinctively graphical and brightly colored house
with unexpected design solutions and comfortable planning.

Within the overall design, this each particular room stands out accord-
ing to its function. These contrasts, as well as smaller constructional
and decorative elements, far from disrupting the uninhibited atmosphere
of the house, create a pleasant feeling of weightlessness, visually expand
and diversify the space. Lighting design plays an important role in the
interior, highlighting the form, stressing the depth and intensity of col-
ors.

House interior design is a realization of its owners’ taste, social sta-
tus and lifestyle. Today, when the importance of functionality, simplicity
and rationalism increases daily, the atmosphere of comfort, indispensa-
ble for any living space, can be created only with the designer's pro-
fessional assistance.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Interior Aesthetics

Interior, designed by architects Givi and Vasil
Kobulia, is saturated with modern aesthetics and
dominant stylistic elements. Simple planning and
strict graphic forms remind us of functional tradi-
tions. Textures and colors, free volumes and forms,
minimum of local overtones and decorations clear-

122

ly highlight originality of the design and profes-
sionalism of its authors.

The interior space with its light, breathing atmos-
phere evokes the associations of fragility and del-
icacy. Small number of decorative details is com-
pensated by color contrasts and geometric forms.

In spite of all its piquancy, interior design does
not disturb one with excessive originality. On the
emotional plane, the house fully conforms to the
taste and character, day-to-day life aesthetics of
its dwellers.

NINO LAGHIDZE




0706063@(‘0(*){;5

S S
7 T
g






56 Jo@9d@m™ 3obs ©9356mndols s gomEgo gg-
60(10[) 8036 6665(“6)(303&36‘3@0, oaxgébg 6‘06}8""

©a9bomo bagbmamMadgmn 0b@gmngFn, Laboodmabm
©0bmbablbnl 3dmby Immemmebgmmdgddgs vg9dmema.
domnsbo Lng@Eg Smmommmo mgdgdomss sebagly.
dob mFgdbnbgds30 JobndomndIo s 93mgd@ozs ao-
bos dmagzamoa dbs@zMmma 3¢0bizndn. sbgmo dowam-
35 0065d3000m39 bLGomab@ozsTo ,,0LbEMENmm Rom-
®390b° g65306MmMdgL s oL obadz98L broob. Lo-
35mM361989m 3o baDmgdsmMgdMngo (3bmzMgds Modm-
©96039 ©mM30bs6@ 0 bomsbbaobswdns 3mb396@M0g-
demo, 0330 SMIMMdMMS. 37 dmbzgoMomo -
33306139890 300gd393l, MmI dqddsMn@ow mobsdg-
©MmM39 06§ 9M0gM0b gbmg@ngs bagoMmgdl sms dom-
mmE 065390MM39 MMIgdbs s bagbgdl. ol ous-
0mgdmo 94Mbmds Bambmymol babsbosmm gm®d-
90L, o 3gme Sbm305(3090L, o3 Jmgemn Loz ol
933oMn@ o Mob3390MmM3g M gMemdal gadmbsg-
gbogds dgEomydgmo.

6060 QOXNdI

bEomo Ne23. 2007 W

=

I-"‘

i




W bEOmo N:23. 2007

Modern Classical

This residential interior, designed by Kakha Dekanoidze and Giorgi Peradze, boasts clear functional organization and refined architectonics, diversity and high quality of
forms, which merge together into an integral space. Original language of sculptural plasticity, lighting, proportion and movement graphics, combined with advanced technol-
ogy and modern construction materials, form an original composition, which is much more than an artificial structure, based on technological innovations.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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A theme for amateurs

A kitchen is an indispensable component of a living environment — the most tra-
ditional place of family gatherings, the starting point of a woman’s busy day-to-day
life. In a kitchen — a hub, uniting various zones of an apartment, it is especially impor-
tant to ensure flexibility and rationality of design as well as conformance with the
preferences and demands of the family. The kitchen might stand apart from other
parts of the house or be integrated into a generally accessible area, be fully open
or delimited with at least a waist-high partition... In other words, positioning and design
issues can be solved in various ways based on individual requirements.

The interiors, covered in this article are kitchens, designed by architects Grant
Markarov and llia Gavriliadi for different apartments. In each case, the planning of
kitchen equipment is provisional. Modern technologies provide the authors with enough
maneuvering space, allowing to achieve the balance between stationary and mobile
design elements and diversify the space with accessories.

The more expressive and fashionable kitchen design is at the time of its cre-
ation, the less time it takes to become outdated. This is why the architects maxi-
mally try to use endurable materials, mild pastel coloring and ergonomic furniture and
attempt to harmonize style with requirements of comfort, so that a kitchen serves a
family for many years to come.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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of Georgian Mameluks

In December 2006 program Chveneburebi organ-
izeéd an expedition to Egypt. We wanted to study the
history of Georgian mameluks and film the traces of
their activities. This mission would not have succeeded
without kind assistance of the Ambassador of Georgia
Mr. Gia Janjgava, diplomatist Maka Odzelashvili and
Orientalists Tamar Natroshvili and Vakho Imerlishvili.

Prior to issuing the documental-publicist film, based
on our research, we would like to present the read-
ers of STYLE Magazine with a story of what our
expedition saw and experienced in Egypt. During the
10 days of our stay there we collected a great deal
of interesting materials, but our most important find-
ing was the architecture of Mameluk period.

The present-day Cairo consists of two parts, close-
ly intertwined with each other — the city of alive and
the city of the dead. The former is a busy and clam-
orous modern city, while the latter — silent and serene
— probably the most beautiful and most terrible place
that human hands coulld create. The best architects
of the country had spent a great deal of effort and
time on embellishing the city of dead with glorious
mosques, impressive makbars and richly ornament-

- ed walls.

: The'reason why we visited this part of Cairo was
“to study the graves of several famous Georgians.
According to historical sources, we would find here
the tomb of Ali Beg Al Kabir, Ismail Beg and Ibrahim
Katkhuda. The three Georgians had ruled Egypt for
a considerable period of time in the middle of 18th
century and left an indelible trace in its history.
The mausoleum, located in the middle of the city
in Mukhammad Ali Imam al-Lais Street — a lavishly
decorated two-domed construction with open vaults,

is a testimony to the honorable and worthy position
of its occupants during their life. Arabian inscriptions,
engraved on high stone columns — ‘shahids’, watch-
ing over lbrahim Katkhuda’s grave, eloquently describe
the demise of this man, who, according to histori-
ans, ruled the country with incomparable power, influ-
ence and shrewdness. The same mausoleum con-
tains graves of two other mameluks — Ali Bei and
Ismail Bei — both of them Georgian slaves, bought
and liberated by Ibrahim Katkhuda, whom they faith-
fully supported until his death.

In a couple of paces from the mameluk’s mau-
soleum there is a simple grave, which, according to
historians, belongs to a Georgian woman Napisa, called
the mother of mameluks. The life of this lady is close-
ly connected with the three warriors and rulers we
mentioned above. A liberated slave, she distin-
guished herself by beauty, outstanding education and
social as well as political activity in the second half
of the 18th century.

Napisa owned a sabil-kutab — a charity house
in Bab Zuveila district. This establishment, combin-
ing a shelter for the poor, publicly accessible water
reservoirs and an elementary school for local chil-
dren, was one of 300 charity houses, existing in the
18th-19th century Cairo. This sabil-kutab of Napisa
khanum — an elegant construction with stone, wood
and bronze ornaments and lavishly decorated inte-
riors, still exists in one of the most beautiful corners
of old Cairo, rather resembling a city of thousand
mosques than a modern megapolis.

1 GIORGI KALANDIA
AUTHOR OF CHVENEBUREBI PROGRAM
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Land of Golden Fleece

A couple of months ago, the EU headquarters exhibition hall in Strasbourg hosted
an exhibition of Georgian artists, titled “Cloisonne Enamel from the Land of Golden Fleece”.
This initiative of the Georgian Ambassador Zurab Chiaberashvili was sponsored by Respublika

Bank, development company BCV Archstudio P.M. and Georgian winery “Kindzmaraulis
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Marani”. The exhibition was supervised by designer Keti Chavchanidze-Lomaia and artist Mariam

Mamuchashvili.

Once a year, the charitable foundation of the Spanish Queen organizes sales-exhibitions in
the Royal Palace in Madrid, all the revenues of which are passed on to the vulnerable children.

On June 11 2007, this annual exhibition hosted the abovementioned project “Cloisonne Enamel
from the Land of Golden Fleece”. The exposition, consisting of over 200 works by 50 Georgian
artists, produced an immense impression on Queen Sophia. Supervisors of the exhibition — Keti
Chavchanidze-Lomaia and Mariam Mamuchashvili presented Her Majesty with an enamel neck-
lace (author: Tea Gurgenidze) and the Queen, on her part, purchased a Greek-style cross (author:

Irina Makhviladze) for her grandchild.

PREPARED BY NINO LAGHIDZE
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American Roadside Architecture

The United States Embassy in Thilisi, Georgian Union of Architects and ARCI Gallery
host the American Roadside Architecture Exhibition. The exhibition was dedicated to cel-
ebrating 150 years of American Institute of Architects — AlA.

On May 15, the United States Embassy
in Thilisi and the Georgian Union of Architects
opened the photographic exhibition “American
Roadside Architecture” at ARCI Gallery. The exhi-
bition, created by architectural historian John
Margolies, comprised 56 photos and four text
panels that depicted the early architecture of
gas stations, roadside lodging, restaurants and
eateries.

American roadside architecture is drawn from
Mr. Margolies's extensive series of books on
the subject of popular American architecture.
For more than 25 years, John Margolies criss-
crossed the United States, camera in hand, to
capture and preserve images of a vanishing tra-
dition in American commerce. The photos dis-
played at ARCI Gallery document a unique and
fast disappearing American architecture designed
to appeal primarily to motoring tourists, one that
relied heavily on local culture and sensibilities.
They are the artifacts of a creative, whimsical
and very invitihg moment in American business
and tourism.

The exhibit has been shown in Kiev,
Yekaterinburg, Perm, Vladivostok, Athens,
Chisinau, Prague, Ankara Paris, Zagreb, Tallinn
and most recently at UNESCO headquarters
in Paris.

John Margolies's more than 30-year career
in architecture has included video and photo
documentations, as well as many books and
publications on architectural history. His annu-
al lectures series at the Architectural League
of New York and the Royal Society of Architects
in London regularly draw large audiences.

American Roadside Architecture at ARCI

Gallery will be open in Thilisi May 15-May 22
at 21 T. Abuladze Street, Thilisi. The exhibit
will also tour the following cities: Telavi (May
24-May 29), Kutaisi (May 31-June 6), Batumi
(June 8-June 17), Poti (June 19-June 24) and
Zugdidi (June 26-June 29). As part of the exhib-
it, Fulbright Professor from the Yale School of
Architecture, Dr. Lena Kiladze, will give a lec-
ture on the architectural design in each city.

The invention and mass production of the
automobile transformed the livers of Americans
and the landscape of the United States in the
20th century. During the 19th century, travel was
cumbersome and expensive. Existing roads were
mostly rough dirt paths and difficult to navigate.
The predetermined routes and schedules of rail-
roads or the slow pace of travel by horse and
carriage placed limitations on people anxious
to explore the wonders of the country.

But all this began to change as cars
became affordable for millions of people, and
good roads were built to accommodate the steadi-
ly increasing numbers of motorists now set free
to discover the country on their own schedules
and routes. The American free enterprise sys-
tem responded, creating new types of businesses
geared specifically to the needs of these “auto-
mobilists”. “Moms and Pops” across the U.S.
built faciliies beside the highways to provide
the necessities: gas, food and lodging. Distinctive
and individualistic roadside buildings, often with
huge signs proclaiming their presence, screamed
for attention to attract those customers pass-
ing by at higher speeds. Their designs were a
kind of visual shorthand, intended to attract atten-
tion and to get customers to STOP.
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Helene Akhvlediani —
Paintings And Photographs
From Private Collections

Baia Gallery continues its project “From Collection to
Collection”. On April 18, the Gallery opened the 8th project exhi-
bition, dedicated to the birthday of Helene Akhvlediani. The proj-
ect aims at discovering and promotion of formerly unknown
materials, related to Georgian cultural heritage. The exhibition
comprised Helene Akhvlediani's works — 30 paintings and draw-
ings, created between 1920 and 1970 and stored in private col-
lections. Several pieces were sold during the exhibition.
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