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PORT OF POTI

Considered themes were maximally neared to the actual issues of this district: new infra-
structure (transportation) connecting Poti and Batumi; Considering urban Planning areas of Batumi,
Poti and Qobuleti in one context; optimal usage of landscape areas; and so on... The global
aim of this project is: Positioning strategic corridors and introducing them to the world, helping
this region develop economically, attract investments, encourage tourism sector, help new sec-
tors of thrift and make Georgia more attractive. Final results of the project are supposed to be
discussed on the international conference.

Concrete works are being held by the organizers: Stadslab European Urban Design Laboratory
has made the final version of the presentation and is currently working on Polygraphy. Georgian
side has completed works for establishing Caucasus Urban Design Laboratory ( Caucasus URDELA
). Urban Laboratory will operate in Georgia and generally in Caucasus for making analogous
projects. On the next stage of development, considering achieved experience, operating activi-
ty is supposed to be spread on some of the South-East European and Asian sectors.

George Giorgadze
Architect
Project coordinator from Georgian side
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My name is Tom van Wik, 42 years old. | 'm married with Tamara
Komakhidze since 1998 and have a 10 year old daughter Tinatin. I'm born
and living in the Netherlands, working as analytical scientist for a pharma-
ceutical company near Amsterdam. Next to photography, | like sports such
as soccer, cycling, speed skating and running.

Since my marriage I've been visiting Georgia many times. | really enjoy
being here; meeting family, friends and traveling thought the country. When
| travel, | never go without my camera, trying to catch one of the many
beautiful sights. Tico often joins me walking though the city of Thilisi and
she makes very nice pictures herself.

Not all pictures I've taken are typical touristic views as | also try to get
some of the characteristic sights. People might not always understand that
a building in a poor state looks beautiful because it's really authentic. The
lifestyle of the people is reflected in the views on the streets.

© TOM VAN WIJK
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Georgia has every potential to become a stable,
well-developed country. In the recent years local tourism
industry has been growing on a rapid pace, though in
spite of certain progress there still are lots and lots of
things to do.

We believe that promotion of our country and increas-
ing the number of visitors requires cultural and educa-

tional activity on our part. To contribute to this, our mag-
azine presents you a new column “Georgian Architecture
Seen by the Eyes of a Foreigner” — first step of our
new project, which implies preparing of an interesting
publication in the future.

This new column will feature photos of local histor-
ical and modern architecture as seen by foreigners tour-

3001330. BATUMI
2009-2010

Georgian
Architecture
Seen by the
Eyes of a
Foreigner

ing Georgia. Our wish is to present different parts of
our country with their architecture and culture from a
fresh angle, and to tell you more about people, taking
these photos.

This time, we publish photos of Thilisi and Batumi,
taken by Tom van Wik.
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Partner of Architects’ Club — representative office of
Italian Company “Herbovital 2” in Thilisi —invited a 12-
man group of Architectural Award 2010 laureates and nom-
ination winners to visit Italy and participate in a special
workshop.

The workshop took place on January 10-17 2011. It
is noteworthy that “Herbovital 2" has been organizing work-
shops for the Georgians for three years already. This action,
organized with the help of Thilisi-based representation of
“Herbovital 2" aims at distributing information on diverse
ltalian products, insights on their advantages and practi-
cal application, among Georgian specialists.On January
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10, immediately upon arrival to Venice, Georgian architects were met
by “Herbovital 2” representatives, who took them to a breathtaking jour-
ney across Northern Italy. The architects toured factories of Italian com-
panies “Jacuzzi”, “Arlex”, “Duca” and “Jessi”, studied production process-
es, viewed showrooms with flawlessly designed products and acces-
sories, met with company representatives. During the time remaining
from meetings and industrial tours, the hosts treated visiting architects
to litle outings around Venice, Milan, Lago Maggiore, Lago di Orta and
many other Italian towns and villages.

During their stay in Milan, the architects visited updated fashion show-
rooms of “Siccis” and “Devon Devon”, which left an indelible impression
on them.
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Exhibition in Gallery Universe

On October 5 2010 exhibition of Tengiz Makharashvili's works was launched in Gallery Universe. Three
exhibition halls contained Makharashvili's oil paintings, miniatures, color graphics, pop art series ,Our Daily
Bread" and architectural projects he designed during the recent years — 110 works in all.

Tengiz Makharashvili has arranged personal exhibitions in humerous cities, including Paris, Vienna, Berlin,
Moscow, Luxembourg, Saarbrucken, Kaiserslautern, etc. His works are stored in private collections all over
the world.

Not long ago, Tengiz Makharashvili was invited to USA with the goal of arranging another personal exhi-
bition in spring 2011.
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Unusual E

In the course of the last four years, painter
Misha lashvili and several other artists of his gen-
eration — the 1980'ers — have been maintaining
an unusual initiative. They gather each other’s works
together and arrange tourist exhibitions country-
wide. Their first destination was Ketevan lashvili
Museum in Telavi, which was followed by Mestia
Museum, then Ambrolauri Art Museum in Racha
and a trip to Samegrelo.

Georgian intelligentsia is well familiar with the
artists, who came to the fore in the 1980'ies: Misha
lashvili, author of this initiative, nephew of poet
Paolo lashvili, is a successful and talented painter;
apart from him, the ranks of artists, participating
in the project, include such people as Gia Bugadze,
Gia Gugushvili, Vakhtang Gabunia, Jemal
Kukhalashvili, Lado Tatishvili, Goika Gegechkori,
Keti Matabeli, Niko Kherkeladze, Otar Vephkhvadze,
Shalva Matuashvili, Levan Chogoshvili and others
— 50 artists in total.

Misha lashvil’s initiative aims at promoting works
of art, which are unknown among the Georgian
art amateurs due to various reasons, but mainly
because many artists of Misha lashvil's genera-
tion migrated abroad and foreign public knows them
much better than their own compatriots. It is not
surprising, therefore, that this initiative met enthu-
siastic support and Misha lashvili together with his
friends managed to arrange his tourist exhibition
for the fifth time already.

To acknowledge support of regional museums,
joining the initiative in spite of their frugal budget,
and promote modern art, the artists usually leave
several paintings in each exhibition venue. As a
result, some of participating museums (e.g. Mestia
and Telavi Museums) decided to maintain mod-
ern art expositions on a permanent basis.

On November 7-20 2010, tourist exhibition of
Georgian artists of the 1980'ies was hosted by
Lanchkhuti-based Vladimer Tsuladze Theater and
Cinema Museum. During the two-week period, the
exhibition attracted a great deal of visitors; espe-
cially popular it was among school pupils — the
group of population specially targeted by exhibi-
tion organizers.

For the future, Misha lashvili hopes to send
his tourist exhibition to Imereti, Khevsureti, Kazbegi
and Javakheti. There are certain opportunities of
upgrading to international level, to be more spe-
cific, interest in hosting the exhibition was expressed
by Dagestan.
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